of Froman et al. was used for the isolation of phage. Samples of soil, weighing 100 g, fertilized with human or chicken feces were taken into sterilized bottles and kept at 37 C. Four to ten day cultures of several different strains of saprophytic acid-fast bacilli and M. avium were suspended in distilled water after washing and were inoculated twice weekly. After six to ten inoculations the supernatant fluid was filtered through a Berkefeld bacterial filter and a drop of each of the soil filtrates was spotted on a 3 per cent glycerol agar plate which had been inoculated previously with each of the microorganisms used in enrichments. Phage dilutions of 108 particles per ml were used to determine the susceptibility of the organism.
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As nine phage strains were obtained out of nine samples of soil, the efficiency of isolation was 100 per cent. The efficiency, however, was very low when unfertilized soil was used as a source. Most of the phage strains isolated had a lytic activity against certain strains of virulent tubercle bacilli. Four [915] [916] [917] [918] [919] [920] [921] [922] [923] [924] 1953) , who has apparently found difficulty in distinguishing experimental anthrax infections from deaths following the injection of broth cultures of B. cereus (Chu, J. Gen. Microbiol., 3, 255-273, 1949 The use of the membrane filter was initiated by Goetz and Tsuneiski (J. Am. Water Works Assoc., 43, 943, 1951) in bacteriological water analysis. It is presently being applied principally for the detection of Escherichia coli. There has been no report on the application of the membrane filter technique in the isolation and diagnosis of coagulase positive strains of Staphylococcus aureus, particularly from samples of saliva.
This study was suggested in conjunction with a current investigation of the efficacy of direct inoculation of saliva onto glycine tellurite agar (Difco) as compared to Chapman Stone medium in the recovery of coagulase positive S. aureus strains. It was observed that the specificity of
